
Urban metabolism, circular economy and SDG11. 

What are the links?
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Brussels’ urban metabolism – linear and open



Circular Metabolism
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uu-a1hFEV7Q


Circular Economy

An economic system of exchange and production
that is aiming to increase the resource efficiency
and decrease the environmental impact at every
life cycle stage of products (goods and services),
as well as increase human well-being.
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Brussels’ Circular Economy Plan

3 ministries
(Economy, Environment, Waste)

4 strategic themes
(Transversal, Sectoral, Territorial, Governance)

4 sectors
(Construction, Resources & Waste, Logistics, 

Retail, Food)

111 actions



Link with SDG 11

11.6

By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental 

impact of cities, including by paying special attention to air 

quality and municipal and other waste management



Link with SDG 11 – How can we scale up?

Better Understanding / learning
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https://metabolismofcities.org/mooc


Link with SDG 11 – How can we scale up?

Available/Accessible curated information

h
tt

p
s:

//
m

e
ta

b
o

li
sm

o
fc

it
ie

s.
o

rg
/p

a
g

e
/m

a
p

https://metabolismofcities.org/page/map


https: metabolismofcities.org page casestudies

Link with SDG 11 – How can we scale up?

Data collection & analysis (Evidence-based policies)
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https://metabolismofcities.org/page/casestudies


Thanks
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